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Claims 

In an e nvironment having a redirection facility, a method, comprising the steps 

receiving a user request to access information regarding a semantic value 
associated with a hyperlink at the redirection facility; 

identifying a user preference regarding which service provider to use to 
service the request; and 

based on the user preference, directing the request from the redirection 
facility to a service provider for servicing the request. 



2. The 4iethod of claim 1, further comprising the steps of receiving a 
communicatlpn holding information about the user and using this information to identify 
the user preftrence. 
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3. The ntethod of claim 2, wherein the communication comprises a cookie. 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the redirection server has access to a database 
holding I lata regarding preferences of users and wherein the step of identifying the user 
preferen( \q further comprises accessing the database to access the data. 

5. The memod of claim 1, wherein the method further comprises the steps of: 

wherein the service provider fails to fully service the request, identifying 
a secondlservice provider to use to service the request and directing the request 
from the ledirection facility to the second service provider to service the request. 

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the method further comprises the step of 
identifying he service provider that failed to fully service the request at the redirection 
facility before the direction of the request to the second service provider. 

7. The method of claim/1, wherein the redirection facility is run on a dedicated 
device that supports thelT^/IP protocol suite 



8. 
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The method of jclaim 7, wherein the device is part of a network. 
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In an electronic device, a method, comprising the steps of: 

] eceiving user information regarding a user and link information 
regardiiig a hyperlink to be resolved to a resource in response to the user 
selecting the hyperlink; 

dentifying a resolution service to employ to resolve the hyperlink based 
on the user information; and 

forwarding at least some of the link information to the identified 
resolution service for resolution of the hyperlink. 
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The method of claim 9, w^herein the step of receiving user information comprises 



receiving a cookie 
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comprises accessii^; 
resolution service 



The methoji of claim 9, wherein the step of identifying the resolution service 
g data regarding services available to the user and identifying the 
Dased on services available to the user. 



12. The method of claim 9, wherein the electronic device is a computer system. 

13. The methc d of claim 9, wherein the step of identifying a resolution service 
comprises solicitiftig input from the user. 



14. The method 
user to complete. 



im 13, wherein the soliciting includes presenting a form for the 



15. The methdH of claim 13, wherein the soliciting includes soliciting for 
identification of stj bscription services to which the user subscribes. 

i 

16. The methon of claim 9, wherein the method further comprises the steps of: 

where the resolution service fails to return content to the user, identifying 
a second r ^solution service to employ to resolve the hyperlink and forwarding at 
least some | ©f the link information to the second resolution service for resolution 
of the hyperlink. 




The riethod of claim 16, wherein the method further comprises the step of: 

identifying the resolution service that failed to return content to the user 
befoile the forwarding step. 
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18. The n ethod of claim 9, wherein content is divisible into genres and wherein the 
hyperlink cor tains information regarding to which of the genres the hyperlink is to be 
resolved. 

19. A medium that is readable by an electronic device for use in an environment 
having a redirection server and holding instructions for performing a method, 
comprising the st jps of: 

re( eiving a user request to access information regarding a semantic value 

associated with a hyperlink at the redirection server; 

ide ntifying a user preference regarding how to service the request; and 
ba:>ed on the user preference, directing the request from the redirection 

server to a service provider for servicing the request. 

20. The medium of claim 19, wherein the method further comprises the steps of 
receiving a communication holding information about the user and using this 
information to identify the user preference. 



21. 



The nedium of claim 20, wherein the communication comprises a cookie. 
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^ performing a method, comprising 

receiving user info 
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A meqium holding instructions that are executable by an electronic device for 

the steps of: 

information regarding a user and link information 
regarding a hyperlink to be resolved to a resource in response to the user 
selectii g the hyperlink; 

identifying a resolution service to employ to resolve the hyperlink based 
on the user information; and 

Iforwarding at least some of the link information to the identified 
resolution service for resolution of the hyperlink. 



30 23. 



The medium of claim 22, wherein the step of receiving user information 
leceiving a cookie. 
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24. Thi medium of claim 22, wherein the step of identifying the resolution service 
comprises accessing data regarding services available to the user and identifying the 
resolution service based on services available to the user. 
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25. A computef-readable medium for use in a computer system and holding 
computer-executal le instructions for performing a method, comprising the steps of: 
rec nving a request for a resource, said request originating from a user 
selecting a hyperlink and said request being redirected to the computer system by 
an intermediary; 

tra islating the request into a format that is acceptable to the computer 
system; and 

serj/icing the request as translated by retuming a resource to the user. 



10 26. Thef :omputer-readable medium of claim 25, wherein the step of servicing the 
request comprises retuming a web page to the user. 



27. In in environment having a redirection facility for redirecting a selected request 



from a reques 



15 comprising: 



or for a given resource to a service provider, a method of advertising. 



receiving the selected request at the redirection facility; 
examining a criterion at the redirection facility; 
based on the examined criterion, determining whether to present an 
advertisement to the requestor. 



28. The method of claim 27, wherein the requestor is a user of a computer system. 



29. 



The 



Tiethod of claim 27, wherein the method further comprises the step of 



presenting a n advertisement to the requestor. 



30. 



The 



oiethod of claim 29, wherein the step of presenting an advertisement 



comprises j ending video content over a network from the redirection facility. 

3 1 . Tha method of claim 30, wherein the step of sending video content comprises 
30 sending a web page with an advertisement from the redirection facility to the requestor. 



32. Thfc method of claim 27, wherein the criterion is a random criterion so that the 
determiniifg is based on a random event. 



35 



33. The method of claim 27, wherein the criterion is when the requestor last received 
a previous advertisement from the redirection facility. 
\ 
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34. The method of claim 27, wherein the criterion is how many requests for 
resources frbm the requestor have been received at the redirection facility. 



